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The hills to the north flourished in their natural beauty andawaited the coming of man. Giant pines
towered into the skyand couveredthe solemn plains. The white tailed deerand black bearroamed
7 the wildernessasthey had done for centuries, unmolested and free.

ATV
NS

The peoplelooked northward to the giant stands oftimber. They sawa newway of life, a life rich with the
feeling of being alive, a life filled with opportunity, and for some, a lifefilled with good fortune.
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And sothe wagonroads headednorth alongthe Gatineau. Forgotten men poled up namelessstreamsto
seektheir fortune and fame. Settlementscreepedevernorth as newblood came to thefrontier towns.

And with the loggerscame thefarmers, the trappers, the fur traders, the merchants and the saloon
keepers Eachseeinganeed and making a contribution to the development of the new frontier.
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Young men in the prime of life, recklessand free,heededO E A O 6 Awild §Tthay cne ®yEstage coach,
horse back, or rode thebaggagewagonsthat carried supplies to the booming lumbering camps and
S mills firmly establishedalong the route.

The waywasrough and all had to walk up the dusty hills and over theworst of the road to lighten the
burden of the horses And finaly, over therise, Kazabazuacameinto view.
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1355 - Naming the Danford Community ..

3 One of the first settlerswho came toseekfortune westof KazabazuawasPatrick

Danford.

In 1855 he build his shantyon- A, A IPdird &hd beganto cut timber on the east
side of the present Danford Lake.

Our settlement and resort lake still bear his name.

1876 1976
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While lumbering openedthe Gatineauhills, not all men who camewere loggers
Somecame tobuild churchesand schools to build a permanentcommunity to
service theneedsof the pionners who worked the fertile land.

One suchman wasWilliam Heeney A schoolteacherby grade, William, along

with his wife Sarah, six sons andwo daughters, settled on Danford Lake in
1861.

The move to the Danford areahad beenhis eldestO | lid@avho had taken the |
initiative and built a house onDanford Lake for himself and for his £FA OE A O G C
family. Much of the growth and development of our community canbedirectly :
attributed to the decendentsof William Heeney
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The parlsh of Alleyn and Cawoodoriginally formed part of the mission of Aylwin. All

registrations of births, deathsand marriageswere made in the parish books at
Aylwin.

~ In 1862, the firstchurch servicewasconducted in this mission by the incumbent of

Aylwin, the Rev FrancisCodd. The first Anglican Churchwasbuilt in the United
Municipality of Alleyn & Cawoodon the Balm-of-Gilead Road in 1867.

The presentchurch of the Holy Trinity Anglican Church wasbuilt at acostof twelve

hundred dollars in 1906.






~  Another early settler who came to the Danford areawasMoise (Sr.) and Matilda
Miljour . Their homesteadwashbuilt in 1866 andwaslocated on the Otter Lake
road (Route 301 now owned by Emile Beauregard (Aime Beauregard)Someof
the original log outbuildings arestill standing today.
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- While cultivating cropsin the summer to raise his six children, Moise spent his
winters working under contract as a jobber for theGilmour Lumber Compagny k
~ During his 500ld yearsas a jobber, Moiseworked the full length of the Picanock -}
~  River, his campsemployed asmany as 30 menduring a singleseason ¢

No doubt thesecampsattracted many new settlerswho eventually beganto clearthe
; land and turn the wildernessinto a productive farming community.
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- Henry Heeney, forth son of William &
SarahHeeney, acquired a
considerabletract of crown land in
the vicinity of what later became
known asDanford Corners in 1866.
Outbuildings , a barn and housewere
erectedand Henry along with his
young bride, Eleanor JanéVNalse of
Bearbrook, Ontario, took residencein
the spring of 1867.

It wasin this housethat the first post
office wasestablishedto service the
pioneering community west of
Kazabazua Theyearwas1868. Henry
operated this post office until 1915
when it wasmoved to the home of
Archie Wilson.
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In 1924, the post officevastaken over by BobMcGeewho owned the generalstore
at that time. When Jim Wilson bought the store in 1929 he alsoinherited the
post office and becameour postmasteruntil 1951. The post officevasmoved
twice more z to the home of Cecil and Lilian Roganand finaly in 1969, to the
home of Sam and PhyllisMolyneaux.

The Cawoodcommunity alsohad asmall post office situated 10 milessouth of
Danford Village on the Cawood Road. All mail for this area came to the
Danford post office andwascollected by the Cawood Postmasterwho travelled
the distance byhorseback

The first PostmasterwasMick Knox who came for the mail once aweek He
remained postmasterfor 20 yearsand then Georges Fostetook over the malil
service. The post officewassituated in the samevicinity as thepresent St.

0 A O Ri&@and Cawoodschool house.

Georges Fostecontinued this service for 44years at first picking up the mail
twice aweekand in later years three times aweek This post officeclosedin
1944.
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1869 - Establishing the United Church
. Theyear1863marked the beginning of Protestant missionarywork in the
Gatineau. Inthat year, the first Presbyterian& Methodist missionariesmoved

into Low, Aylwin and Alleyn Townships.

The present Danford Church wasbuilt in 1869 by Wells Evans & DMorehouse.
The land had beendonated by Joseph Irwin, an ardentMethodist. In 1922 when
the Methodist united with the Presbyterians this church becamepart of the
United Church of Canada.

b e ARPEET R - 5 DI o
i Y N TS —" : PO s st LB







And sowe arrive at 1876 and thdorming of the United Municipality of Alleyn &
Cawood Township. The beginning of the century filled with the joys, the hopes
and the heartachesof the pioneerswho settled this land.

Neither Alleyn nor Cawoodhad sufficient property (100 square miles) tdorm a

Municipality . Amalgamation seemedthe only solution and sothey registeredas al

OET Cl AMudpéiy A1 Juhmel4d, 1876. On March 14, 18iHis namewas

change to the United Municipality of Alleyn & CawoodTownship, WhICh has
survived for more than 100years g

Bienvenue a Welcome to

Alleyn & Cawood
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In 1883, a secondhurch, St.0 A O A& Buid ont he CawoodRoad, 8 miles
from the present Danford Corners.

On EasterMonday, april 2, 1888, the UnitedMunicipality of Alleyn and
Cawoodwasrecognizedas aseparatemission z no longer a part of the
Aylwin mission.

The first Minister appointed to the Alleyn &
Cawood mission wasthe Rev J. Seniomwho
conducted church servicesat St.0 A O A0 6 O
Cawoodand alsoat the Balm-of-Gilead church.
It wasduring the incumbency of Rev Senior
(1889)that the foundation of the parsonagewas
laid on an acre ofground given to the church by
Henry Heeney

During the incumbency of Rev T.W. Ball (1898
1906) thepresentchurch of the Holy Trinity Was
erectedat acost of about twelve hundred
dollars. Two yearslater, in 1908, theCawood
church wasalsoreplacedwith a new building.

St.0 A O Ar@l@&» Church Cawood:
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John Youngwasa carpenter and
millwright . He had been
attracted to the Danford area by
the emerging lumber trade of
the Gatineau Hills. He original
home, built in 1887canstill be
seenon$ A1 Aln@iA &réket.

Someof the succeedingtenants
and ownerswere Fred & Tory
Presley, Joe &elima Fraser,
Andy & Beattle Knox and Sam
Molyneaux.

Oldest House in Danford Village
Built some 89 Years Ago
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1888 — Sam Young ...

al Home of Sam Young
Built in 1888




1888 — Mrs. Violet Lacharity ...










In 1889, C.P.Rrailroad crewsleft Hull destined to reach Maniwaki, the Hudson
BayTrading Post, by 1902.

By 1892, thesteelrails had reachesFarrelton and the following year, Kazabazua

Before 1893, all supplies for thdogging camps,settlersand merchants of the

Gatineau camenorth from Hull by horse and wagon. Barrels ofsalt pork, bag of
flour and sugar, implements and tools, all were transported over dusty wagon
roadson atwo day journey from the Ottawa/Hull area.







Orange Pinic help in Danford 6 E1 | A CA SBrhefadegaydamiltir 7 Violet
Lacharity, Mrs. Sam Milford, Alex Foster, Mr. & Mrs. DaveRogan Ester Howard,
Doug Jamison Mr. & Mrs. Jim Milford, Mr. & Mrs. Willie Gibson. Forgiveus if you
recognizesomethat weA E AT 6 O







1896 — The first Permanent Saw Mill ...

The first sawmill
| built in Danford
Village on the

Kazabazuac:re"ek

MrsYoung andchildren, Sam Young andhis brother,
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- Most loggings campsconsisted of acook house andbunk house. Thebunk house

§ wasnormally a single roomfilled with bunk beds Thesecampswere built of
logs andwere abandonedafter the surrounding wood supply had been
depleted. Usually, the men could work for 2 or 3winters from one camp.

Most camp operators kept a small supply of stores to meet the emergencyneedsof
the men. Mitts, pants, shirts, tobaccoand sundry supplieswere kept at the
camp for sale to theloggers The Wilson campalong KazabazuaCreekusually
employed 12 or 13 mennostly fom Danford Village. Somecampsalong
Picanock River hired asmany as 30 men.

It must be noted that many farmers were jobberswho cut wood on their own land
and did not stayin thesecamps.




And the men. Theycame asfarmersand ended up logging. They came adoggers
and ended up farming. Bushwork wasawinter occupation. This left the summer
free to colonize government land, built a house and plant agarden. Eachyeara
little more land wascleared, and soonthrough chance, thelogger becamea
farmer. And the farmersin turn went to the bush in the winter to buy much
neededimplements to produceaO O | A& Theybecameone in the same

Bushwork along KazabazuaCreekusually started in early October and lasted until
the spring ice breakup. From October to December, the men cut timber and
hauled it to skidwaysto await the coming of the snows

Their job wasno easytask. Theyworked from sun-up until sun-set fortheir
employer, 6 daysaweek And their paywas2.00$ perday. Should they desireto
come out on weekends they walked out on Saturday night after dark to their home
and walked back in to the camp on Sunday

Their food, salt pork, potatoes, beans soup, molasses and pies mad&om raisins

and dried apples Pruneswere another camp favorite. When the cold weather
arrived, fresh beefand fresh pork were addedto the menu.
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- Onthe 18February, 1873, a son WillianBertal was
born to Henry Henney and Eleanor Jane Walsh.
William wasthe third of eight children, six of
whom were boys.

7 El1 | Bohdolin@started in a one-room log building
on Danford Lake andat eighteenyearsof age(1891),
he attended Lachute Academy, ahigh schoolin
Lachute, Québec.Two yearslater, Bertal entered
the DiocesanCollegein Montreal and registeredin
the Arts Faculty at McGill. His collegeeducation
wascompleted in 1899 andhe graduated from
theology two yearslater.

Now came thehappiestand most important moment
in his life. On Whit Sundayin 1901Bertal was
ordained and appointed curate of Christ Church in

Belleville, Ontario. _ | - Bertal Heeney
BeforeBertal Heeneyretired in 1942,he washonoured 1873 - 1955

with the little T £ & & # wotthly trilfute fio a Avan
who spent his life in the work of God. Canon
Heeneypassedawayin 1955.







1902 — | ¢ e Danfc

' Soonafter the turn of the century, Danford Village wasto receiveits first general

~ store. It wasbuilt by Duncan & Bill Presley,two older brothers of Violet Lacharity.
The Presleyssoontired of their entreprise andthree yearslater, sold it to Sam
Anderson.

T——ty

. Beforethe original store burnt ET O E Ait héd/béein @ag3edon to Wilson Gibson
- andthen BobMcGee The latter owner soonbuilt anotherd O O1 Odamdsite.
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1909 — Municipal Town Hall...

The Municipal Town Hall sitsto the left of the Anglican Church on the sameside of
the road. To the farleft is the Danford Village schoolwhich is now the home of

Phillys and Bill Lacharity. Theyoung lady in the foreground is through to be Stella
Lacharity.
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In 1910another sawmill wasbuilt on the creek by Mr. Bienvenue, one milefrom the
KazabazuaStation. Both of thesesawmills were purchasedby Archie Wilson, the
first in 1906 and the second in 1922.
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The first public Blacksmith shopwasbuilt in Danford Village by Tom Racine in
1913. lvaslocated directly behind the General Store then owned by Bob
McGee From 1915 to 1938, wasoperated by Joe Racine, BilMcRaeand Irwin
Mulligan, in that order.

In 1933, Albert Mayetook over the shop andoperated it for ayearand ahalf on
that location. At that time, Jim Earlywasselling buggies andaccessoriesn a
small building located betweenthe town hall and the home of Andrew and
StellaMiljour . When this building went for sale,it waspurchasedby Albert and
moved to the opposite side of the Miljour home. This becamethe new Village
Blacksmith shop.

Horseswere brought from far and wide, lumbering camp, jobbers, farmersand
horseloversto this, the only Blacksmith shop in the area to havetheir horses
shod. The ring of the anvil could be heard through the Village and the children
found amystic pleasurein watching the Blacksmith at work.

During Albert time, herecallsmaking 44 truck boxes,numerous cutters and
sleighand repairsto vehiculesevenincluded engine overhaulssuchas the
grinding of valves and piston replacement. Allinow a part of history, the Village
Blacksmith Shop.
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The first automobile to belong to a Danford resident waspurchasedin 1916 by Wilson
. Gibson. Archie Wilson and Jim Milford followed in 1917 and Georges Foster in 1918
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